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GILBEE. FAMILY TREE, LONDON, GRAVESEND & DOVER, KENT, 
ENGLAND 


The Gilbee family originate from beautiful Dover, Kent. 


The 5 Cinque ports of Kent & Sussex, formed by the King ca 1100AD 
to make a defensive shield for England, included Dover. Their men 
were known as 'seamen', powerful, skillful sailors who fished the 
terrifying North Sea, but also served the King as warriors & sailors 
when required. This is where the mighty Royal Navy began. 


The Gilbee family of Dover go way to back to Humphrey Gilbee, 
mariner, born ca 1630. His father Humphrey was born ca 1600. 
Jeames(James) Gilbye christened in 1560 is likely his father. 

In 1644: Robert Gilby, sea officer RN (royal navy). In 1745: Lieutenant 
Umphrey Gillbee, RN. 

1780-1830: John) Gilbee & Farley of Dover, major shipbuilders to the 
RN. By this time Dover-built ships were referred to as the ‘Pride of 
Europe’. Gilbee's were also shipwrights 
(carpenters) in RN. 


Walter Gilbee, mariner, was born in the middle of London in 1794. He 
married twice, having his last child, aged 63. Hannah Catchpole was 
Walter’s second wife. She had nine children with Walter. They arrived 
in Melbourne on 12 Aug 1852 on the 'Mobile'. After Walter 
disappeared into the gold fields, Hannah went to New Zealand. 


Family names from London and Kent: GILBEE, CATCHPOLE 
(CATCHPOOL), WALTER, REINOLDS, GILBERT. 
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15. DEBORAH ANN GILBEE Dressmaker. Cared for 
many children. 

Born 6 Nov 1850 in Milton, Gravesend, Kent, England. 

Married at Baptist Church, Oakleigh, Victoria: 28 Oct 1869, Deborah 
Gilbee & William Richard Bush. 

vee at Oakleigh, Victoria: Mar 1940, Till the end could sew without 
glasses. 


14. WILLIAM RICHARD BUSH 

Born 30 Dec 1846 at 9am at Clifton, Bristol, England. 

Died at St Kilda, Victoria: 21 Oct 1936. Buried in St Kilda Cemetery. 
He left his wife somewhere around 1910. Living in Richmond in 1885. 


CHILDREN 

SARAH LOUISA ANN BUSH Born1870 at Mulgrave, Vic. Married 

George Anderson at Friar’s Creek (Moorabbin) in 1888. 

LILLY EDITH BUSH Born 16 May 1872 at Sandhurst, Vic. Married 

Thomas Butterworth Hill at Sandhurst, Vic in 1891. She had an 

illegitimate child in 1891 which died at 3 months old. Born in Bridge 

Lane, Sandhurst, Bendigo. Father Richard Bush, labourer, aged 27, 

born Bristol, England. Mother Deborah Ann Bush, formerly Gilbee, 

aged 23, born Gravesend, Kent, England. 

FLORENCE MAY BUSH Born 1874 at Malvern, Vic. Married Herbert 

William Clarke at Malvern in 1897. 

MARTHA JANE BUSH Born 1875 at Brighton, Vic. Died 1878 at 

Moorabbin? 

ROBINA ELIZABETH BUSH Born 1878 at Brighton, Vic. Married1. 

John Alston Greenwell at Brighton in 1900. Married2. JACK THOMAS. 

Had an illegitimate child ANNIE EDITH BUSH in 1897, Born at 

Prahran. 

7. WILLIAM HENRY BUSH  Born12 Mar 1881 at 5.30pm, in Anchor 

Place, Prahran, Vic. Died 23 Aug 1960 at Caulfield hospital. Buried in 

Springvale Cemetery. Married in 1903. Children: Linda, Harold, 

Royston, Victor, Ernest, Leon, Valda. Also had an illegitimate child 

ee Williamson: 3.JOAN MARGARET WILLIAMSON Born 03 
e : 


30. WALTER GILBEE Mariner, Lock operator, Gold miner, 
Gardiner. 

Lying in Hospital, Endell Street, Holborn, London: Born 01 October 
1794. Christened 2 Oct 1794. Father: Walter Gilbee, merchant, clerk 
of oe Kent (actually leatherworker/ shoemaker). Mother: Mary? 
not known. 
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Married: (1) Mary Marsh, buried 26 Nov 1837. Living at “Canal 
Wharf”, Gravesend. Married (2) at Milton St Peter & St Paul, Kent: 22 
Apr 1838, Walter Gilbee & Hannah Catchpole, spinster, daughter of 
Robert Catchpole, labourer. Walter a widower, labourer. Both living at 
Canal. Father Walter Gilbee, clerk. 

Died at Alfred Hospital, Melbourne: 11 Jul 1874. Gardiner, aged 80. 
Buried Oakleigh cemetery. 

Arrived in Melbourne on 12 Aug 1852 on the Mobile. Disappeared into 
the gold fields for years. 


31. HANNAH CATCHPOLE (CATCHPOOLE) 

Born 1816? Father Robert Catchpole (Catchpool) farmer, labourer. 
Mother Edith Davey. 

Died 08 Apr 1892 Rockland, Fortrose, NZ. Aged 76.* 

Believing Walter had died in the goldfields, Hannah sailed from 
Melbourne for Port Chalmers, New Zealand: 30 May 1866. All born 
England, travelled steerage: Gilbee Mrs (36), Charles (11), Fanny (9). 
She was apparently invited there by her cousin, Jane Brunton. 1845 
POD Gravesend Kent: Walter Gillbee, baths, Milton. 


CHILDREN: 
BENJAMIN WALTER GILBEE Born 22 Oct 1837 in Milton near 
Gravesend, Kent. Died 18 Dec 1837. Mother Mary Marsh. 
WALTER WILLIAM GILBEE Born15 Feb 1839 at 4am, Milton, 
Gravesend. Arrived in Melbourne with parents. 


Royal Navy records: 5 foot 7 inches, fair complexion, black hair, 
hazel eyes, anchor tattoo on left hand. Entered navy on 13 July 1859 
for 10 years, able seaman, on HMS Nile. On 28 Sept 1869, Walter 
Gilbie (Gillbee) serving as an admiral’s coxswain on HMS Princess 
Charlotte, engaged to serve another 10 years. 

1891 Census: 71 Powerscourt Road, Portsea, Portsmouth: Walter Gillbe, aged 54, 
pursuance petty officer (highest rank under an officer), royal navy seaman, born 
Gravesend; Francess Gillbe, aged 35, born USA, British subject. 

1901 Census: Walter W Gilbee, husband, 62 years old (born 1839), retired CPO; 
Frances, wife, aged 49 (1852), born Illinois, USA. 

Buried at Portsmouth, Hampshire: Walter W Gillbee, January-March 
1905, aged 66. 

HANNAH ESTHER GILBEE Born 20 Sep 1840 at 9am, Milton, 
Gravesend, Kent. 

Not on Mobile register, so must have died before 1852. 

GEORGE HENRY GILBEE Born 14 Nov 1842 at 5-6am, Gravesend, 
Kent. 

Married Mary Jane Kendall in 1861 at Barkly, near Avoca, Victoria. 
Died 04 Aug 1926. Buried Oakleigh Cemetery. Children: Mary, 
Walter, Hannah, William, Emily, Deborah, Robert, Eliza, Arthur & 
George (twins), children all born at Landsborough, Vic. 

ISABEL JANE CHARLOTTE GILBEE Born 01 Nov 1844 at 10.15am, 
Milton, Kent. 
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Married James Charles Bush on 10 Dec 1869 at Oakleigh.* Died 26 
Dec 1920. Buried Oakleigh Cemetery. 

MARY EDITH GILBEE Born 12 Nov 1846 in the pm, Canal Basin, 
Milton. Father a mariner. 

Married Charles Edward Parsons on 21 Dec 1869 at Oakleigh.* Died 
16 Dec 1926. Buried Oakleigh Cemetery. Dressmaker. Children: 
Walter Gilbee (1865), Emma Edith (1871), Charles Edward (1873), 
William Frederick (1875), Isabel Ann (1877), Alfred John (1880), Mary 
Christina (1882), Ada Louisa (1885), born at Oakleigh & Caulfield, 
Vic. Descendant: Ann Irwin wife of Ron, Surrey Hills, Vic. 
HANNAH ESTHER GILBEE Born 29 Mar 1849 at 9am, Milton, 
Gravesend. Not on Mobile register. Died 13 May 1849 in Milton near 
Gravesend, Kent. 

15. DEBORAH ANN GILBEE Born 6 Nov 1850 in Milton, Gravesend, 
Kent, England. Married William Richard Bush on 28 Oct 1869 in the 
Baptist Church at Oakleigh, Vic. Buried 6 Mar 1940, Oakleigh, Vic. 
Aged 90. Cared for many children. Dressmaker. 

CHARLES GILBEE Born 12 Jul 1855 at Maiwee, near Strathmerton, 
Vic. Married Agnes Merifield on 28 Apr 1885. Died 30 Jul 1923. 
Fortrose Cemetery, Invercargill, NZ. 

FRANCES GILBEE Born 15 Apr 1857. Married Andrew Crighton on 19 
May 1876. Died 5 Jul 1936 in N.Z. at Otara Station. 


>KK KKK 


Gravesend. Borough of Kent. Part of the port of London. 40km SE of 
London. In 1562 incorporated as a town. In Queen Elizabeth’s reign it 
was the point where foreign envoys were met and conveyed to 
London. In the 1600s it became known as a station for pilots & East 
Indiamen ships. 


1841 Census, Canal Cottages: Walter GILBEE aged 46, Mariner, yes; Hannah 
aged 25, no; Walter Wm. aged 2 - yes, Hannah Esther aged 8m. - yes. (Yes = born 
Kent). 

1841 census, Lock Cottages: George GILBEE aged 43 - Lock Keeper - no; Mary 
aged 40 - no; G. Sam. aged 13 - yes; Louise aged 11 - yes; Walter Smith aged 10 - 
yes (christian names); ? Ann aged 9 - yes; Esther aged 8 - yes; Henry Wm. aged 5 - 
yes; Georgina aged 1 - yes 

1851 census, Canal Lock Cottages: Walter Gilbee, 56, lockkeeper Bethnal Green, 
London; Hannah Gilbee, Hinstead Suffolk; Walter W, 12. All children born at Milton- 
next-Gravesend, Kent; George H, 8; Isabel J, 6; Mary E, 4; Deborah A, 4 mo; William 
Burtenshaw Visitor Mariner, London 


Children of Charles Gillbee and Agnes Merifield: Mary Ethel’ Gillbee, born 22 May 
1886; died 17 Jun 1961. She married William James Gray; Emily May Gillbee, born 31 Mar 


1888; died 12 Mar 1950; George Merifield Gillbee, born 17 Sep 1889; died 4 Jul 1967; Mabel 
Edith Gillbee, born 7 Jan 1892; died 28 Feb 1964. She married Richard Adolphus Ernest 
Blick; Agnes Susan Gillbee, born 9 Dec 1893; died 16 Feb 1972. She married William Albert 
Rhodes; Charles Henry Gillbee, born 24 Dec 1894 in Fortrose, Invercargill; died 29 Aug 1971 
in Invercargill New Zealand; William Carey Gillbee, born 24 Dec 1894; died 24 Dec 1894; 
Isabel Deborah Gillbee, born 20 Feb 1896; died 16 Aug 1982. She married John Rule; Walter 
Allen Gillbee, born 8 Jul 1898; died 20 Sep 1976 in Alexandra, New Zealand. 

kkk 
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60. WALTER GILBEE Cordwainer (shoemaker). Died aged 
90. 

Born in London: 25 October 1760 (family knowledge). Christened at 
St Katherine's by the Tower, London: 25 January 1760/61. Son of 
George Gillbee & Esther Walter. 


: 30 May 1791, Walter 
(2) St Bride's Fleet Street, 
London, 8 November 1815, Walter Gilbee & Eleanor Margaret 
Henderson. 

Died: 27 April 1851. Residence: Gibbs Place, North End, Fulham. 
Buried: Fulham St Mary North End, Middlesex, 3 May 1851, Walter 
Gilbee. Birth year 1761. 


1775 Apprenticeship: Walter Gilbee, son of George Gillbee of Shad 
Thames (St Olave Southwark) Surrey, Mariner (deceased) to Abraham 
Walter 7 Jan 1775. Currier’s company (finishes off leather). 

1798. Rates Book, Westminster: W Gilbe, Litchfield Street, Soho. 
1841 Census: North End Gibbs Green, Fulham, Middlesex: Walter 
Gilbee (80) cordwainer (shoemaker/ leatherworker*), born Middlesex; 
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Ellinor (65). *This is the trade he learnt from his uncle, Abraham 
Walter. © 

1851 Census. Walter Gillbee. 9 Gibbs Place, St Mary's North End 
Fulham. Walter GILLBEE head, married aged 90 (born 1761) Mariner, 
born Wapping. Eleanor wife aged 73 born Durham. Eleanor daughter 
unmarried aged 44 born Dartford, Kent. Residence: 1851, place of 
death: Gibbs Green, North End, Fulham 


61. MARY SMITH. 

Christened at Lambeth St Mary, Surrey: 1 November 1767, Mary 
daughter of Charles & Hannah Smith. (burial, born October1767- 
October 1768) 


CHILDREN Last five children born in Denton, Milton near 
Gravesend, Kent. 

ESTHER ELIZABETH GILLBEE 

British Lying-in Hospital, Endell Street, Holborn, London: Born 10th 
and christened 15th September 1791. Daughter: Esther Elizabeth. 
Mother: Mary Gilbee, aged 23, wife of Walter, shoemaker of St Mary 
Whitechapel. Discharged 18 September. 

Died 1875, Victoria, Australia. 

30.WALTER GILLBEE British Lying-in Hospital, Endell Street*, 
Holborn, London: Born 1st and christened 2 October 1794. Son: 
Walter. Mother: Mary Gilbee, aged 26, wife of Walter, shoemaker of 
St Mary Whitechapel. Discharged 20 October. *in London. 
Founded in 1749, for married women only, principally intended for 
the "wives of poor industrious Tradesmen or distressed House- 
keepers" and the wives of soldiers and sailors. 

GEORGE GILLBEE Born ca 1797, Middlesex, London (1851 Census). 
The following children christened at Milton next Gravesend: 
DEBORAH GILLBEE Born 1 May. Christened at Milton next 
Gravesend: 3 May 1799. Deborah daughter of Walter & Mary Gillbee 
from Denton. Died June 1844, Kensington? 

MARY GILLBEE Christened at Milton next Gravesend: 22 August 
1802, Mary daughter of Walter & Mary Gillbee from Denton. No 
marriage. Died. 30 Jul 1886 in Hammersmith, Middlesex. 

JOHN GILLBEE Christened at Milton next Gravesend: 11 April 1804, 
John son of Walter & Mary Gillbee from Denton. 

ELEANOR MARIA GILLBEE Christened at Milton next Gravesend: 19 
June 1807. Eleanor Maria daughter of Walter & Mary Gillbee from 
Denton. b.. Died. 1863 in Maidstone. 

CECELIA WALTER GILLBEE Christened at Milton next Gravesend: 1 
Aug 1810, Cecelia Walter daughter of Walter & Mary Gillbee from 
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Denton. Married Thomas Baines 27 Oct 1833 in St Marylebone, 
London. 
Additional details of the siblings follow. 


GEORGE GILLBEE. Born ca 1797, Middlesex, London. Married: Mary 
Wale, b. 1801 in Manningtree, Essex. CHILDREN: 1. MARY GILLBEE 
b. 19 Jun 1824 in Marylebone London. Remainder of children 
christened in Milton near Gravesend, Kent. 2. MARY GILLBEE c. 17 
May 1826. 3. GEORGE SAMUEL GILLBEE c. 29 Aug 1827. 4. LUCY 
MARIA GILLBEE. c. 14 Feb 1830. 5. WALTER SMITH GILLBEE c. 4 
May 1831. 6. CECELIA ANN GILLBEE c. 7 Sep 1832. 7. ESTHER 
AMALIA GILLBEE c. 22 Jan 1834. 8. HENRY WILLIAM WILTEN 
GILLBEE c 17 Oct 1836. 9. GEORGINA GILLBEE c. 5 Jan 1840. 

1851 Census: 15 New Broad St: George Gillbee Head Married 54 
Merchant’s clerk Mid, London, Mary do wife Mar 50 Essex . Cecilia 
A do daur U 18 Milliner Kent Milton, Georgina do do - 11 scholar do 
do. 

1881 census: Cecilia W Baines in house as lodger. 


JOHN GILLBEE. Christened 11 Apr 1804 in Milton near Gravesend, 
Kent. Married: (1) 

All Saints, Fulham,c. 4 Sep 1853 in Milton near Gravesend, Kent. 
Mother Rosetta? 2. ELIZA ELIZABETH GILLBEE c. 29 Jul 1829 in 
Milton near Gravesend, Kent. 3. MARY SMITH GILLBEE c. 7 Apr 1833 
in Chelsea, London. 4. ESTHER ELIZABETH GILLBEE c. 4 Jan 1835 in 
Chelsea, London. 5. ALFRED JOHN GILLBEE c. 1838 in Fulham. 6. 
ELEANOR MARY GILLBEE c. Jun 1840 in Fulham. 7. ANN DEBORAH 
GILLBEE. b. Jun 1843 in Kensington reg district. 8. SARAH GILLBEE 
b. 1845. 9. WALTER GEORGE GILLBEE b. Oct-Dec 1848 in Fulham. 
1851 Census: 7 Goldings Sq Fulham, St Johns. John Gillbee H M 47 
Labourer at Gas works. Born Denton. Eliza wife 45 Fulham, Mary 
daug Unm 19 Fulham. Mary d 13 Fulham. Alfred s 13 Fulham. Ellen d 
11 Fulham. Sarah d 6 Fulham. Walter s 2 Fulham. 


KKK KK 


120. GEORGE GILBEE Mariner. Of Shad Thames* St Olave 
Southwark, Surrey (200 metres from London Bridge, on the 
riverbank opposite the Tower) 
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Christened at St Mary the Virgin, Dover, Kent: 6 October 1728, 
George S of Nicholas & Mary Gilbee. 

Married at St Vedast Foster Lane and St Michael Le Querlo, London: 
5 June 1755, George Gilbee & Esther Walter. Esther’s parents 
Abraham Walter and Sarah Hanning were on the marriage banns. 
1755. Marriage Licence, 4 June, Vicar General's Office. George Gilbee of 
Precinct of St Katherine near Tower of London, batchelore aged 24 
(born 1730) & Esther Walter of Parish of St Vedorch otherwise Foster 
London (800 NW from the Tower)... her usual abode... a spinster or minor 
aged 17 (born 1738) with consent of her father... to be married in parish 
Church of St Vodast otherwise Foster. Abraham Walter appeared personally, 
made oath he is the natural and lawfull father of Esther Walter the minor 
and gives his consent. Signed George Gilbee, Abraham Walter, Esther 
Walter, daughter of Abraham Walter and Sarah Hanning. 

Died before 7 January 1775 (1775 Apprenticeship). Probably died at 
sea, so no burial? 


121. ESTHER WALTER 
Christened 23 Oct 1739, Old Church, Saint Pancras, London, England. 
Parents Abraham Walter and Sarah Hanning. 


CHILDREN All christened in St Katherines by the Tower, London. 
ELIZABETH GILLBEE Christened: London, 11 July 1756, Elizabeth 
daughter of George & Esther Gillbee. Married Deptford, Kent: 26 March 
1776, Henry Corbett & Elizabeth Gillbee. Children: Henry (1782), Sarah 
(1784), Robert Edward (1786). Buried at Lewisham, Kent: (1) 23 November 
1786, Elizabeth Corbett on. Died 11 Nov 1786; (2) 19 September 1819, age 
64 (1755), of the village. 

Born 14 March 1758. Christened in London: 2 April 
1758, George son George & Esther Walter. Married: (1) Shoreditch, London: 
11 February 1787, George Gilby & Martha Bass; (2) Whitechapel, London: 
24 March 1792, George Gillbee & Ann Fitz-Gerald. Buried at St Botolph 
without Aldgate (in Whitechhapel), London: 7 May 1794, Ann Gilbee. 
Buried London Allhallows the Great: 18 October 1840, George Gilbey age 77 
(born 1763). Children: none? 
60. WALTER GILBEE Cordwainer. Died aged 90. 
Born in London: 25 October 1760 (family knowledge). Christened at St 
Katherine's by the Tower, London: 25 January 1760/61. Son of George 
Gillbee & Esther Walter. 


(2) St Bride's Fleet Street, London, 8 
November 1815, Walter Gilbee & Eleanor Margaret Henderson. 

Died: 27 April 1851. Residence: Gibbs Place, North End, Fulham. Buried: 
Fulham St Mary North End, Middlesex, 3 May 1851, Walter Gilbee.. 

Born 10 Jul 1762. Christened London: 20 July 1762, John 
son of George & Esther Gilbee. Married at Finsbury, London: 


John Gillbee, shipwright of Dover, will dated 20 July 1812. 
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ESTHER GILLBEE Born 7 November? Christened at London: 7 December 
1763, Esther daughter of George & Esther Gilbee. Burial at Bermondsey, 
St Mary Magdalen, Surrey: 6 April 1767, aged 3. residence St 
Katherine's (so daughter of George & Esther), Esther Gilbee. 
HENRIETTA GILLBEE Christened ca 1767 (death certificate). Married: 
Shoreditch St Leonard, London: 29 December 1789, Richard Corbett & 
Henrietta Gillbee. Children christened, Bromley Kent: Elizabeth Ann (1791), 
Mary (1793), Sarah (1799), Louisa (1801), Richard (1806), Esther Walter 
(1796). Buried at Lewisham, Kent: (1) 10 July 1823, Richard Corbett of 
Deptford, age 58 (born 1765); Henrietta Corbett, 3 January 1843 of 
Deptford, age 76 (1767). 


A number of George Gillbee's brothers migrated to Folkestone and to 
London for portions of time. George’s occupation on Walter's apprenticeship 
papers was mariner, living in St Olave Southwark. 
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240. NICHOLAS GILBEE (GILBY) Woolen Draper (taylor), 
Churchwarden 

Christened in Saint James the Apostle, Dover, Kent: 14 May 1676, 
Nicholas son of Humphry Gilby & Sara. 

Buried at St Mary the Virgin, Dover: 3 November 1745, Nicholas 
Gilbee, commoner. 

Married at St Mary the Virgin, Dover: 5 February 1707/08, Nicholas 
Gilbie & Mary Reinolds. 


1746. Will of Nicholas Gilbee, woollen draper of Dover. Proved 27 
May 1746. 

To my sons William, Humphery Robert, Richard and George Gillbee 
£50 each. My other sons (Thomas, Nicholas, John, Luke) already got 
that amount or more. 

To my loving wife Mary: the rest of my real and personal estate. If she 
remarries or dies my sons shall get it equally divided between them, except 
for my son Thomas Gilbee who already got £50 more than my other sons. 
If the income, interest, rents etc of my estate are not enough my wife Mary 
during her widowhood take out some of the principal of my estate from time 
to time without trouble from my children. Executors: my brother (in-law) 
John Reynolds and son William Gillbee 


Apprentices to Nicholas GILBE (and wife Mary) of Dover, Kent, 
taylor: 

1709. Joshua BEARD. 1717. David BLOCK. 

1717. Joshua WRANGHAM a poor child of St Mary Dover .... placed by 
Nicholas GILBEE churchwarden and others TO Henry PILCHER of 
Dover Blacksmith. 


241. MARY REINOLDS 

Christened at St Mary the Virgin, Dover: 3 September 1693, Mary 
daughter of William & Abigail Reinolds. 

Buried at St Mary the Virgin, Dover: 16 January 1745/46, Mary widow 
of Nicholas Gilbee (two months after husband Nicholas). 


CHILDREN All christened in St Mary the Virgin, Dover, Kent. 
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THOMAS GILBIE Woolen draper (tailor). Christened 26 December 
1708, Thomas S of Nichols & Mary Gilbie. Marriage at St John's, 
Southwark, Surrey: 24 December 1733, age 24 (born 
1709), single of St John's, Southwark & Thomas Gillbee age 25 (born 
1708) bachelor of St Mary's Dover. By licence. They were first 
cousins. Buried at St Mary's Dover: 8 December 1776, Thomas Gilby. 
Children christened at Dover: Richard (1734), Humphrey (1735, 
buried 1738, 1740), Nicholas (1737 buried 1737), John (1742, buried 
1745), Mary (1745). 


Apprenticeship. 1725. Thomas son of Nicholas Gilbee of Dover to Stephen 
Richards, tailor. £7. 1776. Will of Thomas Gillbee, woolen draper of 
Dover, Kent. Made 22 September 1773. Proved at London 23 December 1776. To 
my daughter Mary Gillbee: £300. To my son Richard Gillbee: £4 pa for life. To 
my son Nicholas Gillbee: all my household goods, stock in trade and personal estate; 
sole executor. There is no mention of wife Susanna, so they must have been 
separated. 1777. will of Susanna Gilbee, 
widow, parish St John, Southwark, Surrey. Proved 1781. 

Son Nicholas Gilbee sole executor. Daughter Mary Gilbee £200, my wearing 
apparel, household linen. To my son Nicholas and daughter Mary Gilbee equally: as 
tenants in common, my two leasehold messuages dwelling houses in Gainsford 
Street, St John's parish, Southwark, Surrey; all my household goods, plate and 
china. Son Richard Gillbee £100. . 


NICHOLAS GILBEE Christened 4 February 1710/11, Nicholas S of 
Nicholas & Mary Gilbee. This child must have died. 

NICHOLAS GILBY Joiner (carpenter). Christened 5 Oct 1712, 
Nicholas S of Nicholas & Marie Gilby, Child was year and a half old). 


1725. Apprenticeship of Nicholas, son of Nicholas Gilbee of Dover in Kent to 
William Holt, citizen of London and joyner. 6 June 1725. 
1762. London apprentices. William Risley turned over to Nicholas Gilbee 
citizen & joiner. London. Carpenter's Coy. 

Mariner. Christened 8 March 1712/13, John S of 
Nicholas and Mary Gilbie. Married: at St Mary's Dover: 1 January 
1751/52, John Gilbee & Ann Fearn. Child: Samuel (1757, buried 
1759). 
Buried St Mary's Dover: 20 July 1759, John Gilby, mariner. 
Married: at St Mary's Dover: 30 August 1761, James Bowers bachelor 
&Ann Gilby, widow. Both of this parish. They had five children. 


LUKE GILLBEE Christened 30 Jan 1713/14. Died 3 Jun 1716. 

LUKE GILLBEE Butcher Christened 31 Mar 1717. Married at 
Folkstone or Favesham, Kent: 12 February 1737/38, Luke Gilby & 
Mary Masters. Children christened Dover: Sarah (1738), Mary (1740, 
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1745), Abigail (1743, buried same), Nicholas (1744), Elizabeth (1747, 
1753), Deborah (1749). 


Apprenticeship. 1751. James Watts to Luke Gilbe butcher, 
Folkestone. £10. 

WILLIAM GILLBEE Christened 5 Oct 1718. 

UMPHREY GILLBEE Christened 1 Jan 1719/20. Umphray Gillbee: 24 
Jun 1745, Lieutenant in Royal Navy (Ancestry, commissioned sea 
officers, Royal Navy.). 

ROBERT GILBIE Shipwright. Royal Navy? Christened 10 Jun 1722. 


Apprenticeship 1737: Robert Gillbee son of Nicholas, to John Payne of 
Favesham, Kent, shipwright. £15.50. Will of Robert Gillbee carpenter of 
HMS Norfolk of Woolwich, Kent, dated 23 September 1751. 


RICHARD GILLBEE Butcher. Christened 6 Jun 1725. 


Apprenticeship 1737: Richard son of Nicholas Gillbee, draper of 
Dover, to Luke Giles of Folkstone (10km W of Dover), butcher, £10. 
Married at Bermondsey St Mary Magdalen, Surrey: 28February 1756, 
Richard Gilbe & Eleanor Bentley. 

120. GEORGE GILBEE Mariner. Shad Thames St Olave, 
Southwark, Surrey. Christened 6 October 1728. George S of 
Nicholas & Mary Gilbee. Married at St Vedast Foster Lane and St 
Michael Le Querlo, London: 5 Jun 1755, George Gillbee & Esther 
Walter. Esther’s parents Abraham Walter and Sarah Hanning were on 
the marriage banns. Died before 7 January 1775 


DKK KKK 


480. HUMPHRY GILBY (GILBE, GILBEE). Mariner. 

Born about 1630. 

Married Sara. 

Buried at Dover St James the Apostle: 30 December 1680, Humphry 
Gilby. 


481. SARA 
Buried at Dover St James the Apostle: 27 April or 29 May 1687, Sara 
Gilby. 


1687. Will of Sarah Gilbee, widow. Dover, Kent. Made 26 May 1687 
To my daughter Marie my bedd and bedstoole, curtains. furniture. 

To my sonne John Gilbee: sole executor; the rest of my goods, house & 
ground forever; he care for and educate my other sonnes Humphrey Luke 
and Nicholas.. To grandchildren Thomas and James Boney 20 shillings. 
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CHILDREN All children christened in St James the Apostle, 
Dover, Kent. 
SARAH GILBY Christened 2 March 1653/54, Sarah the daughter of 
Humfry & Sarah Gilby. Married at Nonington, Kent: 24 June 1681, 
James Bonny of Dover, gunsmith bachelor, 27 & Sarah Gilby spinster 
23 (she is at least 27). 

Christened 18 August 1658, Richard S of Humpry & 
Sarah Gilby. Not in mother's 1678 will. Died young? Not buried in 
Kent. 
ELIZABETH GILBY Christened 24 February 1660, Elizabeth the 
Daughter of Humphry Gilby & Sarah. Died young. 
JOHN GILBE Mariner. Christened 19 March 1661/62, John son 
Humphry & Sarah Gilbe. No burial, died at sea? Marriage: Dover, St 
James, Hougham or Charlton (by licence): 6 November 1690, John 
Gilbe bachelor & Susan Abbot both of Dover. Children christened 
Dover: John (1692, buried 1745), Susanna (1694). 


1696. Will of John Gilby, mariner of Dover. Inventory (goods only) PRC 
27/34/95. Possibly died at sea, could not find burial. 
Married at St Mary's Dover, 21 December 1696, John Hutson, 
seaman, bachelor to Susan Gilbey widow. Both of Dover. 
MARY GILBY Christened 30 August 1665, Mary daughter Humphry & 
Sarah Gilby. 
ELIZABETH GILBE Christened 14 January 1666/67. Elizabeth 
daughter of Humphry & Sara Gilbee. Buried 4 January 1673/74, 
Elizabeth daughter of Humphry Gilby. 

Mariner. Christened 2 July 1670.Humphry son of 
Humphry & Sarah Gilby. 
Married at St Mary the Virgin Dover: 13 April 1698, Humphry Gilby & 
Mary Finnes. 
Buried at St James, Dover: 5 April 1715, Humphrey Gilby. 


Children: 
christened 8 October 1699. Married at 
Bloomsbury, Middlesex 1733, Richard Gilby & Mary Tarton. 


Apprenticeship: 1 October 1713, Richard Gilby apprentice to his 
father Humphry Gilby of Dover mariner and Mary his mother for 7 
years. 

1774. Will of Richard Gilbee, gent, St Thomas Street, St. John, 
Southwark, Surrey. 

To my wife Mary Gilbee: my freehold messuage in Rotherhithe St 
Mary, Surrey for life, then ... to my sister Susanna Gillbee wife of 
Thomas Gilbee of Dover, salesman. The income on £1800 to my wife 
Mary for life. After my wife and my nephew Richard Gilbee's deaths, 
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£800 to Richard's son Humphrey. To nephew Nicholas Gilbee £600, . 
To niece Mary Gilbee £400. Nephews Thomas & John Gunston. 
Brother-in-law John Gunston the elder. Niece Ann Gunston. My 25% 
share in Britannia Sloop trading to Dunkirk to my wife Mary. To my 
nephew Richard Gilbee: my 1/3 share in Eagle Sloop & my 2/7th 
share in Calais Packet ship (post office mail to and from British 
embassies, a regular service also carrying freight and passengers). 
My wife Mary the remainder of my estate. My 

to be joint executor with my wife Mary 
and nephew John Gunston. 
Humphry (1702/03), Nicholas (1706, buried 1710), 
Susanna. christened 24 April 1709, Susanna D of Umpray & Sarah 
Gilbie; Marriage at St John's, Southwark, Surrey: 24 December 1733, 
Susanna Gillbee age 24 (born 1709), single of St John's, Southwark 
& Thomas Gillbee age 25 (born 1708) bachelor of St Mary's Dover. 
By licence, Sarah (1713, buried 1714/15). 
John: christened 15 June 1715, John S of Umphry & Mari Gilbie; 
Married at Canterbury: 12 January 1746, John Gilbee & Mary 
Quested. Buried St Mary's Dover: 13 August 1780, John Gilbee, 
bricklayer. 


Apprenticeship. 1749. Richard Foulser to John Gillbee, bricklayer of 
Dover. £5. 1780. Will of John Gillbee, bricklayer, Dover, 
Kent. Proved 22 November 1780. To my beloved wife 
Mary all my household goods. 

To my kinsman Nicholas Gillbee of London gentleman: all my 
land, messuages, limekilns & premises for the use of my son Thomas 
Gillbee of Dover, draper, with my wife Mary to receive the rents & 
interest for life, and from time to time my son Thomas Gillbee also. 
Executors: my son Thomas and my kinsman Nicholas Gillbee. 
Codicil, May 1779: to (his illegitimate child, christened 13 August 
1757, Margate, Kent ) Mary Gillbee Wanstone daughter of Sarah 
Wanstone late of Dover singlewoman £100 (today ca $40,000) 

LUKE GILBY Mariner. Christened 5 January 1671/72, Luke son of 
Humphry & Sarah Gilby. Died 1697 in HMS Newcastle. 


1697*. Will of Luke Gilby, mariner on HMS Newcastle (50 gun ship). 
Made April 1697. To my loving brother Nicholas Gilbee all my wearing 
apparel. To my Aunt Jane Clarke widow, my Sister Mary Gilbee, my 
brothers Humphrey & Nicholas Gilbee, my nephews James & John 
Boney, and my loving friend Thomasine Allen the rest of my goods equally 
divided. between them share and share alike Executors Mary Gilbee & 
Nicholas Gilbee. 

* Possibly died during the Nine Years' War (1688-97). 

240. NICHOLAS GILBEE (GILBY) Woolen Draper (Taylor) 
Christened in Saint James the Apostle, Dover, Kent: 14 May 1676, 
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Nicholas son of Humphry Gilby & Sara. Also 15 December 1678? 
Married at St Mary the Virgin, Dover: 5 Feb 1707, Nicholas Gillbee & 
Mary Reinolds. Buried at St Mary the Virgin, Dover: 3 Nov 1745, 
Nicholas Gilbee, commoner. 


KKK KK 


Ann Gillbee transported to Australia for shoplifting. (I don’t 
know if she is a relative.) Times, London Monday 6 Jan 1834. Ann 
Gillbee, Eliza Chapman, and Sarah Atfield, who were each convicted 
upon two separate indictments of shoplifting, were transported for 7 
years for the first offence, and sentenced to a further term of 7 years 
after the expiration of the first. The prisoners made the court ring 
with their outcries, and threw themselves into the most extravagant 
postures, so that the proceedings were suspended for a time. 


HUMPHREY GILLBEE 
Born ca 1600 


CHILDREN Christened at Dover St James. 
480. HUMPHREY GILLBEE Born ca 1630. Married Sara. Buried at 
Dover St James the Apostle: 30 December 1680, Humphrey Gilby. 
SARA GILLBEE Christened 2 March 1635. Father Humphrey Gillbee 
RICHARD GILLBEE  Christened 18 August 1638. Father Humphrey 
Gillbee. 

KK KKK 
1644. Robert Gilby, commissioned sea officer of Royal Navy. 
L 1644. CA 1666. Possible brother of Humphrey Gillbee, born ca 1600 


Jeames (James) Gilbye, christened at Dover St Mary the Virgin, 13 
October 1560. Possible father of Humphrey Gillbee, born ca 1600 


SRK KAKA 
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482. WILLIAM REINOLDS 
Married at Dover, Kent: 7 Feb 1675: William Reinolds &Abigail 
Gilbert. 


483. ABIGAIL GILBERT 


CHILDREN All children christened in St Mary the Virgin, Dover. 
WILLIAM REYNOLDS c. 14 Sep 1680. 

ABIGAIL REYNOLDS c. 29 May 1687. 

JOHN REYNOLDS c. 15 Nov 1691. 

241. MARY REINOLDS Christened 3 Sep 1693 in St Mary the 
Virgin, Dover. Parents William & Abigail Reinolds 


KKK KK 


GILBEE SHIPWRIGHTS & BOAT BUILDERS TO THE ROYAL 
NAVY. 

As the Napoleonic War (1803-07) approached, the Dover 
shipbuilders and affiliated occupations had so perfected their 
techniques that Dover built ships were referred to as the ‘ Pride 
of Europe’. The Sixteen most important Dover shipbuilders included 
Gilbee and Farley. The 1820s saw a growth of shipbuilding and they 
were still major businesses in Dover. By 1824 eight major shipbuilders 
included the long established, thriving business of John Gilbee 
(1742-1815) situated on Snargate over Sluice now Union Street. 


John Gilbee's ancestry: 

John Gilbee baptized 21 November 1742 in Dover. Son of Thomas & 
Susanna Gilbee. 

Thomas Gilbee baptized 26 December 1708 in Dover. Son of Nicholas 
& Mary Gilbee. 

Nicholas Gilbee baptized 14 May 1676 in Dover. Son of Humphrey & 
Sara Gilbee. 


3 
Dover Apprentice Enrolments records, Kent. 


Apprentices_te Biechoetas- GHB tnd wite Mary ef Devertaior 
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ich GILBFE churchwarden_and_others-TO-Henry PILCHER of 
Dover Bleeksmith- 


1713. Richard GILBEE son of Humphry & Mary GILBEE of 
Dover mariner to his parents for 7 years. 


1768. John GILBEE son in law of James BOWERS of Dover mariner 
and natural and lawful son of Ann BOWERS late Ann GILBEE wife of 
said James BOWERS... TO Henry LADD of Dover shipwright and 

boat builder for 7 years from date of Ind.. consideration: £10. 10s... 


1788. Thomas NORMAN TO Thomas FARLEY and John GILLBEE 
of Dover shipwrights for 7 years. 


Apprentices to John GILBEE of Dover shipwright and boat 
builder 

1796. James MOLLAND, Robert RICHARDS. 1800. James LONGLEY. 
1804. Allen MOON. 1808. John SEDGWICK. 1808 Robert HARPER 
apprentice to learn shipwright boatbuilder and blockmaker. 


Apprentices to John GILBEE the elder and John GILBEE the younger 
1810. James DUKE. 1811. John WILLIAMS. 


Apprentice to John GILBEE of Dover Shipwright and Boatbuilder 


1812. Henry EDWARDS. 1829. Robert USMAR appr TO John GILBEE 
of Dovor shipwright boatbuilder, mast and block maker for 7 years. 
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The Canal Lock at Gravesend, Kent. 


28149 Gravesend. The Canal Lock. 


32. The canal lock c. 1906, with a sailing barge about to enter. The canal was conceived in 1799, by Ralph 
Dodd, with military intentions: to save the mileage and time between the Thames and the Medway. Con- 
struction was estimated at two years, and was started soon afterwards, but was finally completed in 1824. One 
of the products shipped along the canal, was horse manure from London for use on farms as fertiliser. The end 
of the canal basin became the terminus for the Gravesend and Rochester Railway, opening for service in 1845. 
It was acquired the following year by the South Eastern Railway. In 1913, the Gravesend Sailing Club built a 
club house on land, bought from the South Eastern and Chatham Railway, adjacent to the canal lock. The 
canal basin is now separated from the remains of the canal by an industrial estate. 
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